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UNCLAS OTTAWA 02030 

GENEVA FOR LOS DELEGATION 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PLOS, CA 

SUBJECT: JAMIESON CONCERN OVER SLOW START OF CONFERENCE 

1. IN COMMONS QUESTION PERIOD APRIL 19, IN RESPONSE TO 

A QUESTION BY CONSERVATIVE MEMBER LLOYD CROUSE AS TO 
WHETHER ANY PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE ON THE SUBSTANTIVE 
ISSUES BEFORE THE LOS CONFERENCE, EXTERNAL AEFAIRS MINIS- 
TER JAMIESON MADE FOLLOWING REPLY: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: MR. SPEAKER, I REGRET VERY MUCH TO TELL 

THE HOUSE AND THE HON. MEMBER THAT THE CURRENT SESSION OE 
THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE HAD PRODUCED VERY LITTLE 
UP UNTIL AT LEAST THE PAST FEW DAYS, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF 
A PROCEDURAL DISPUTE BETWEEN THE VARIOUS GROUPS OF THE 
MORE THAN 100 COUNTRIES INVOLVED WITH REGARD TO THE MATTER 
OF THE ROLE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL: I BELIEVE THAT THIS 
IS HIS OFEICIAL TITLE. IN ANY EVENT, MUCH OF THE TIME 
TO DATE HAS BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH THIS PARTICULAR ISSUE, 
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WITH THE RESULT THAT NOT VERY MUCH BY WAY OF SUBSTANTIVE 
DISCUSSION HAS TAKEN PLACE ON ALL OF THE MATTERS TO WHICH 
THE HON. MEMBER REFERS. 

3. I CAN TELL HIM, HOWEVER, THAT IN INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
AND INTERCESSIONAL MEETINGS OF VARIOUS GROUPS A NUMBER OF 
PROPOSALS ARE SHAPING UP. THEY ARE TENTATIVE AND 
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THEREFORE I AM STILL HOPEFUL, NOW THAT THE MATTER OF THE 
ROLE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL HAS BEEN CLARIFIED, THAT 
THEY CAN MAKE PROGRESS RATHER QUICKLY IN THE WEEKS WHICH 
ARE LEFT. HOWEVER, IT IS A MATTER OF RECORD AND, I 
REPEAT, OF REGRET THAT UP UNTIL THE PRESENT TIME NOT VERY 
MUCH HAS BEEN DONE. AS A RESULT, I AM PERSONALLY WORRIED, 

AND THE GOVERNMENT, AND I AM SURE HON. MEMBERS ARE 
WORRIED, ABOUT THE FATE OF THE CONFERENCE. END TEXT. 

ENDERS 
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